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COAST TO COUNTRY
FULLY ESCORTED GIPPSLAND DEPARTURE

11 DAYS EXPLORING VICTORIA – DEPARTING 3RD MARCH 2027

Day 1: BAIRNSDALE TO MORNINGTON PENINSULA		   
Wed 03 March 2027 (D)
We board our coach this morning in Bairnsdale for our 11-day Victorian 
Coast to Country Tour. This morning, we are off to Cranbourne to visit 
the Royal Botanic Gardens – a division of the Royal Botanic Gardens 
Melbourne.  There is a lovely café in the gardens that will be our 
lunch venue today before we have a chance to immerse ourselves in 
Australian flora, landscapes, art and architecture. We experience arid 
inland landscapes usually found in central Australia, be amazed by 
the massive Escarpment Wall sculpture and admire the beauty of the 
100,000 plants on display. We conclude our day with a visit to Morning 
Star Estate. Looking out over Port Philip Bay over to the Bellarine 
Peninsula and as far north as the city of Melbourne- the view from 
Morning Star Estate is simply breathtaking. We continue our journey and 
check into our hotel for the next 2 nights. Time to relax before meeting 
again for our Welcome Dinner at the hotel.
Quarters at Flinders Hotel | 2 Nights
Dinner in the hotel | Lunch at Boon Wurrung Café - Royal Botanic Gardens

Day 2: EXPLORING MORNINGTON PENINSULA                                           
Thu 04 March 2027 (BLD)
We have a great day in store as we explore the Mornington Peninsula. 
First stop is Ashcombe Maze & Lavender Gardens. Home to Australia’s 
oldest and most famous hedge maze and the year-round flowering 
Lavender Labyrinth, all set among 25 acres of world acclaimed gardens. 
Next, we visit Pure Peninsula Honey and learn about and taste a vast 
range of pure honeys, with delicious varieties like Orange Blossom, Iron 
Bark and Clover just to name a few! You will also have time to explore 
the farm shop before travelling to Arthurs Seat - the highest point of the 
Mornington Peninsula. At 300 meters it provides spectacular panoramic 
views of Port Phillip Bay. We board the state-of-the-art gondolas and 
take the 14 minute journey over the State Forest making our way to the 
bottom. For lunch we visit the Peninsula Club at Dromana, before our 
afternoon drive takes us to Red Hill Estate Winery. Enjoy wine tasting 
while taking in the spectacular views out to Port Phillip Bay before 
returning to our hotel for the night. Tonight’s dinner hosted at the hotel.
Breakfast and Dinner in the hotel | Lunch at Peninsula Club 

Day 3: Q TRAIN EXPERIENCE					   
Fri 05 March 2027 (BL)
An early departure today as we check out of our hotel and travel to 
Sorrento to board our Searoad Ferry cruising across “the Heads” to 
Queenscliff on the Bellarine Peninsula. This enchanting historic town was 
established in 1838 as a pilot station to guide ships through the ‘rip’ and 
it is filled with olde worlde character. We continue to Geelong then onto 
Drysdale Railway Station to board The Q Train and experience First 
Class Dining. The dining journey includes an exceptional degustation 
of fresh local produce, all cooked and prepared on board the well-
appointed kitchen car. As the train whistle sounds the journey begins, 
travelling along the beautiful Bellarine Railway, offering views of the 
rolling hills of The Bellarine. The Q Train will pause at Suma Park Historic 
Homestead, where we encourage you to stretch your legs. The journey 
continues travelling alongside beautiful Swan Bay. The Q Train runs for 
approximately 3 hours. We continue our journey along the Great Ocean 
Road which was built to honour the servicemen and women of World 
War I and extends more than 300 kilometres along some of the best 
coastal scenery this country has to offer. Tonight we check into our 
accommodation for the following 2 nights. Tonight’s Dinner at leisure.
Best Western Apollo Bay Motel | 2 Nights 
Breakfast and lunch included

Day 4: SHIPWRECK COAST					   
Sat 06 March 2027 (BD)
From Apollo Bay, the road leaves the coast, winding its way through 
the Otway Ranges. We stop at Maits Rest Rainforest Walk for a break. 
This stunning cool Temperate Forrest walking track is one of the best 
short walks in Victoria. To the west of the Otway Ranges we continue 
along “Shipwreck Coast” which stretches through to Port Campbell.  We 
stop at the 12 Apostles - huge pillars which loom out of the surf, carved 
over time by the fury of the ocean, Loch Ard Gorge and the ill-fated 
London Bridge. A late lunch at Port Campbell (Own expense) with 
time to wander this town. Why not take a Helicopter Ride and see the 
spectacular coastline form the air! Afterwards, we travel inland returning 
to our hotel to rest up. Tonight, we have dinner at Great Ocean Road 
Resort.
Breakfast at hotel | Lunch at own expense | Dinner at Great Ocean Road 
Resort
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Day 5: THE SILO TRAIL						    
Sun 07 March 2027 (BD)
We say goodbye to Apollo Bay as we travel inland where we then start 
our travels through the Silo Arts Trail. Our first stop is at the Cressy 
Water Art Tank. Notable elements include the Woady Yallock River, 
steam trains reflecting the area’s railway past, and vintage aircraft 
honouring the Cressy RAAF Base during World War II. Next, we visit 
Redesdale. The water Tank Art represents the 10th anniversary of Black 
Saturday. We enjoy a lunch break here (own expense) before arriving 
at Colbinabbin. Perhaps one of the most outstanding works of art, the 
Silos. Stand in awe as we witness more of Tim Bowtell’s skilled work 
where the colourful history of Colbinabbin has been depicted over an 
impressive six-silos-wide masterpiece. Our final Silo Art stop for the day 
is at Rochester. After we have a chance to look around the town, we 
stop and view the artwork featuring a brightly painted Squirrel Glider 
and an Azure Kingfisher.  We arrive in Echuca and check in for the next 3 
nights. Tonight’s dinner hosted at the hotel.
Mercure Port of Echuca | 3 Nights
Breakfast and dinner in the hotel | Lunch by own expense

Day 6: HISTORICAL PORT AND THE MIGHTY MURRAY		
Mon 08 March 2027 (BL)
This morning we are introduced to the story of Echuca with a local 
guide, who will point out the areas of interest and share tales of the 
colourful characters that crewed the old river boats. At the Port Echuca 
Discovery Centre, walk the path of the town’s river pioneers. Explore the 
legend of the pioneering spirit with true tales, and learn how the bustling 
river trade changed the face of the town. Lunch is across the road at the 
Henrys Bridge Hotel. We then have time to visit the Sharps Magic Movie 
House & Penny Arcade. Located in the refurbished Old Bond Store, it is 
Australia’s only working Penny Arcade where you can play old-fashioned 
games of skill, watch classic movies or enjoy the homemade fudge. 
Next, we visit one of the most unique and entertaining attractions in 
this region, The Great Aussie Beer Shed & Heritage Farm Museum. 
Take a stroll down memory lane with an unbelievable display of iconic 
paraphernalia including 17,000 beer cans from Australia and around 
the world. Don’t be fooled by the name, the shed also houses other 
interesting items such as old petrol bowsers, a Coca Cola collection 
and even a partially restored WWI canon. Tonight’s dinner at leisure to 
explore Echuca eateries. 
Breakfast at hotel | Lunch at Henrys Bridge Hotel

Day 7: MIGHTY MURRAY RIVER					   
Tue 09 March 2027 (BLD)
We enjoy time at leisure in town this morning before boarding the 
elegant PS Canberra for a cruise along the river where banks are filled 
with swaying red gum trees. Our fabulous journey along the mighty 
Murray River includes fascinating commentary and time to take photos 
of the amazing landscape that surrounds us. Back on dry land we head 
to Morrisons Winery for a delightful tasting overlooking the stunning 
vineyards with lunch. We return back with some free time this afternoon 
to explore the town.  
Breakfast and Dinner in the hotel | Lunch at Morrisons Winery

Day 8: ECHUCA TO BEECHWORTH					   
Wed 10 March 2027 (BL)
We start the day with an interesting visit to Cactus Country in 
Strathmerton. The Hall family run business has been a labour of love for 
many years and we will see this when we meet our guide who takes 
us through this large garden. We will be surprised by this visit including 
our morning tea of cactus cake (it’s delicious!). Next we head to the Big 
Strawberry. Anything you can think of that has strawberries in it, they 
make it here. Our visit includes a talk on what the factory is making 
today - could be jams or chutneys or wine! Our next stop is Benalla 
for lunch at the Benalla Bowls Club. Afterwards, a visit to the Benalla 
Costume and Pioneer Museum which is also the town’s information 
centre. There are period costumes and two permanent exhibitions. 
‘The Ned Kelly Story’ is housed in a portable cell in which Ned was once 
imprisoned. It contains memorabilia such as Ned’s sash and bridle, his 
cummerbund, the witness box from the old Benalla courthouse and 

the door of the old Benalla Gaol to which Joe Byrne’s body was tied 
for photographs after the Glenrowan siege in 1880. A quick visit to the 
town’s Botanical Gardens which feature an art gallery, the Sir Weary 
Dunlop memorial statue and Benalla’s famous rose gardens which are 
home to a large variety of colourful roses before arriving at Beechworth 
for our 3 nights stay. Tonights dinner at leisure.
The Grand Oaks Resort | 3 Nights
Breakfast in the hotel | Lunch at Benalla Bowls Club  

Day 9: BEECHWORTH					   
Thu 11 March 2027 (BLD)
We make our way to the perfectly preserved town of Chiltern. Here 
we visit some National Trust properties including the historic Dow’s 
Pharmacy, still containing the original fittings and stock dating back a 
century. Another National Trust property is the Lakeview House, the 
childhood home of author Henry Handel Richardson (Ethel Florence 
Richardson). Next, it’s a guided tour of the Athenaeum Museum 
showcasing much of the early Goldfields reading matter in the original 
setting. Returning to Beechworth, enjoy lunch at Last Street Brewery 
(prev. Billsons Brewery). The historic brewery was built in 1865 while 
Beechworth was at the height of the Gold Rush. Next up is a tour of the 
historic Courthouse. It was here that Australia’s most famous bushranger, 
Ned Kelly, was committed to stand trial for murder. Following our 
courthouse tour, we will be joined on the coach by our local guide. This 
imposing historical town will remind us of those exciting gold rush years, 
with many landmarks still surviving. Tonight’s dinner will be hosted at the 
hotel.
Breakfast and Dinner in the hotel | Lunch at Last Street Brewery

Day 10: KELLY COUNTRY						    
Fri 12 March 2027 (BD)
From Beechworth, we travel to Glenrowan, the heart of Kelly Country 
where the Kelly Gang made their last stand against the police and 
the town where Joe Byrne, Dan Kelly, Steve Hart and a local man 
Martin Cherry lost their lives. Our stops here include Kate’s Cottage 
(named after Ned’s mother), a gift and souvenir shop focusing on Kelly 
memorabilia and KellyLand at the Glenrowan Tourist Centre. Next, we 
visit the Ned Kelly Discovery Hub. Explore history at the architecturally 
designed rotunda and viewing platform, providing a unique perspective 
on Ned Kelly’s Last Stand. Inside, dive into this iconic tale through 
interactive exhibits, cutting-edge technology, and personal accounts. 
Enjoy lunch here (own expense). From Glenrowan we make the journey 
to the Milawa Cheese Company which is located in the historic Murray 
Goulburn Butter Factory, for a talk and sit-down tasting. Keeping with 
the fabulous food theme of the region next up is Milawa Mustards. 
Housed in the beautiful “Old Butcher Shop” in Milawa, they produce a 
range of 12 seeded mustards ranging from Mild Honey mustard to Hot 
Chilli mustard. Tonight’s Dinner hosted at the hotel.
Breakfast and Dinner in the hotel | Lunch at own expense

Day 11: BEECHWORTH TO HOME				                                      
Sat 13 March 2027 (BL)
Following breakfast, we make our way to Bright. The town has 
managed to retain it’s character and charm, thanks partly to its old-
fashioned guest houses and historical buildings. We spend some time 
here wandering the streets and interesting shops. Afterwards, we 
enjoy lunch at The Wandi Pub, After a relaxing lunch, we continue on for 
an interesting talk and visit Shady Brook Cottages. It is a magnificent 
property which has been featured on the ABC Gardening Show more 
than once. We spend some time here taking in the beautiful gardens 
before continuing our journey home (late afternoon). 
Breakfast in the hotel | Lunch at Wandi Pub

Tour Price – 
$5,960 per person Twin/Double
$7,445 per person Single 
*Prices based on a minimum of 15 adults. We require a nonrefundable deposit of 
$1,000.00 per person to secure your booking. Please enquire for booking form 
and full terms and conditions. Travel Insurance is highly recommended for both 
Domestic and International travel, as advised by the Department of Foreign 
Affairs. All tours are subject to change due to weather conditions, opening times & 
travel durations.


